[SCRIPT]

They’re all around us.

You see them every day, without
knowing who they really are.

They could be working in your
office.

They could be teaching your
children.

They could even be in your own
home.

And by the time you find out, it
might be too late to protect
yourself from the...

...Floridians.

Or New Yorkers.

Or Texans.

Or Californians.
Whatever freaks you out.

Sounds ridiculous, right?
Well, it is.

Because when it comes to how we think about people from other parts
of the country.we are being [BLEEP] children.

[OPENING SEQUENCE] Americans are a patriotic people. We love our
country. Or at least we love parts of it.

WATCH VIDEO ONLINE
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https://www.kiteandkeymedia.com/videos/understanding-america-partisanship-and-polarization-across-united-states

[CLIPS OF PEOPLE INSULTING TEXAS, NEW YORK, FLORIDA, AND CALIFORNIA. ]

For the record, hating on those four states...is hating on 1/3 of
the country’s entire population.
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The state that aets it the worst? New Jevsey. According Yo an
(UnscientiGio) 10U anal\5i5, the Gavden State aevnevates the wost
hostility €rom the vest o€ the countvy and the least state gride
€rom its vesidents. The least hated? Tdaho.
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But hang on. Are we sure we hate each other? And, if so, why? After
all, how much do we really know about the rest of the country?
Surprisingly, more than 1 in 10 Americans have never traveled
outside of the state they were born in. And, more than half of
Americans have been to 10 states or fewer.!
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Wheve do Americans ao when They bit the vood? The woSt visited
state in the nation 6 Flovida. The least visited? Novth Oakota.
Tutevestingly, theve 5 vo state n the Union that wove than
50% o€ Amexicans vegort having been to (Florida got 4¥7%).
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Ask most of us about a state that we’ve never visited and we likely
won’t be able to muster much more than a sentence.

Try saying something meaningful about Idaho without bringing up
potatoes. Most of us wouldn’t know to mention that it has a wider
variety of gemstones than any place on earth except Africa.?
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https://nypost.com/2020/10/24/fuggedaboutit-new-jersey-is-the-most-hated-state-in-america/
https://livability.com/topics/education-careers-opportunity/how-many-states-has-the-average-american-visited/
https://livability.com/topics/education-careers-opportunity/how-many-states-has-the-average-american-visited/
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What about Iowa? Probably something about corn...not about
it having an entire city, complete with a university, all
devoted to transcendental meditation’—which you’d need too if
your state was overrun with people who want to be president.

The town in question-Maharishi Vedic City-has ooth gassionate sugporters
and doaaed critics. Tt has genevated tensSions with the nQOY‘\D\.‘ town o
FaivGeld, Towa and €aced accusations o€ \oe’m3 a w\ov\eq—w\akimj scom.
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The reality is that most of us have never seen most of these places
or met most of these people, which means we may not understand our
own country as well as we think.

And you can’t just base your views on the nation on wherever you
live, because chances are the rest of America is not like where
you live. We are a wildly diverse country, by every measure.

In North Dakota, 40% of the jobs are in agriculture. In New
Jersey, it’s 2%.1%

If you picked any two people in California at random, the odds
that they’d be of different races would be 70%. If you ran the
same experiment in Maine, the odds would be 18.5%.°

In Montana, more than 66% of households have a gun. In Massachusetts,
it’s about 14%.°

No matter who you are,
there’s probably a
slice of America that’s
just right for you—and
a slice that’s Jjust
right for someone who's
your total opposite.
How many ©places in
the world can you say
that about? It’s kind
of amazing: We’ve let
50 different states fly
their respective freak
flags and it’s all...
kinda worked.


https://www.maharishivediccity-iowa.gov/
https://www.npr.org/2016/06/13/481845003/a-childhood-of-transcendental-meditation-spent-in-the-shadow-of-a-guru?t=1634154684141
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Or at 1least it wused to kinda work. One of the reasons it’s
getting tougher: Research has shown that the more time we spend
learning about people who aren’t like us from the media—as opposed
to learning about people who aren’t 1like us from, you know,
actually meeting those people—the more we tend to think they
must be monsters.’ And, in a country full of red states and blue
states, this is where those cultural judgments start bleeding into
political ones.

The ivonic covollavy o this princigle: The 1656 attention You gay to curvent
events, the wove likely you ave to have a vealistic Undev9+ana\in3 o€ the
golitical dvisions in the countyy. Amevicans who "vavely or never” Collow the
news gexform dramatically better than those who €ollow the news all the
time at estimating what geogle who disagree with thew actually believe.
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A 2019 Pew Poll found that 63% of Republicans said that Democrats
were less patriotic than other Americans. The same poll reported
that 75% of Democrats said Republicans were more closed-minded
than other Americans.® Another study found that over 1/3 of people
would be upset if their child married someone from the other
party.’

How €vequent ave wMareiages aceoss gacty lines? Pevhags wove
Than you think, although theyve on the decline. Tn 10, 0%
o€ wavvied cougles vegovted wot Shaving the some gavty
identification. By 1010, it was down to L% One wajor caveat:
Most o€ these wavviaaes ave a between a garticon and an

ndegendent, not a Dewmocvat and a Regublican.
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Everyone 1s entitled to their own opinion, of course, but it’s
worth asking what those opinions are based on.

When researchers asked Republicans to guess how many Democrats
would say they were proud to be an American, they guessed around
half. The real number: around 80%.

When they asked Democrats what percentage of Republicans believe
that immigration could be good for the country, they estimated
that it was...about half. In reality, it was around 90%.
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https://ifstudies.org/blog/marriages-between-democrats-and-republicans-are-extremely-rare
https://amp.theatlantic.com/amp/article/592324/
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And by the way, we don’t Jjust misunderstand each other, we
misunderstand the country. A 2018 study found that only about 1/3
of Americans could even pass the U.S. Citizenship exam.!®

While theve's a tendency to believe that wodevn Amevicans ave
Uniquely lacking in civic litevacy, 'S vwot tvue. Polling £vom 10U
Showed 5b% o€ Amevicans could name the three branches o€
5o\lewwnenf The wumber in 19512 \ L.
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Regional and partisan differences aren’t going to go away. But
as the data shows, they look a little more modest when we start
dealing with real people instead of caricatures.

America 1s a big, boisterous place with room for all kinds of
beliefs and lifestyles. We all have our differences, of course,
but there’s probably even more that binds us all together.

Like hating on New Jersey.
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[END OF SCRIPT]

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:
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https://theweek.com/politics/1005771/the-myth-of-civic-education

SOURCES :

1 Percentage Of Americans Who Never Traveled Beyond The State Where They
Were Born? A Surprise. (Lea Lane) — One Poll, via Forbes

2 Digital Atlas of Idaho — Idaho State University

3 Transcendental Meditation Thrives in Iowa — ABC News

4 Feeding the Economy: Agricultural Jobs by State — American Farm Bureau
Federation

5 2020 Census: Racial and Ethnic Diversity Index by State — U.S. Census
Bureau

6 State-Level Estimates of Household Firearm Ownership — RAND Corporation
7 The Perception Gap — More in Common

8 How Partisans View Each Other — Pew Research Center

9 How Republicans and Democrats Would Feel if Their Child Married Across

the Political Aisle — YouGovAmerica

10 National Survey Finds Just 1 in 3 Americans Would Pass Citizenship Test —
The Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation

IMAGE CREDITS: Robbie Noble, Done By Alex, Pin Adventure Map, The Creative
Exchange, Derek Thomson, Ben Mullins (Unsplash) // Scibak (Getty) // Keithbob,
Famartin (Wikimedia Commons) // Linseed Studio, Jonathan Coutifioc (The Noun

KITE  KEY

MEDIA


https://www.forbes.com/sites/lealane/2019/05/02/percentage-of-americans-who-never-traveled-beyond-the-state-where-they-were-born-a-surprise/?sh=66fb57f72898
https://www.forbes.com/sites/lealane/2019/05/02/percentage-of-americans-who-never-traveled-beyond-the-state-where-they-were-born-a-surprise/?sh=66fb57f72898
https://digitalatlas.cose.isu.edu/geog/mining/minemain.htm
https://abcnews.go.com/Nightline/transcendental-meditation-vedic-city-iowa/story?id=9218475
https://www.fb.org/market-intel/feeding-the-economy-agricultural-jobs-by-state
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2021/dec/racial-and-ethnic-diversity-index.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/tools/TL354.html
https://perceptiongap.us/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2019/10/10/how-partisans-view-each-other/
https://today.yougov.com/topics/politics/articles-reports/2020/09/17/republicans-democrats-marriage-poll
https://today.yougov.com/topics/politics/articles-reports/2020/09/17/republicans-democrats-marriage-poll
https://woodrow.org/news/national-survey-finds-just-1-in-3-americans-would-pass-citizenship-test/

