
AMERICA’S (AVOIDABLE)
WATER CRISIS

[SCRIPT]

What’s the most embarrassing thing that’s ever happened to you?

Showed a little too much skin in public?

Arrived at a party hopelessly overdressed?

Had a little too much to drink and did some things you regret?

We’ve all had those moments, but you can’t be too hard on yourself. 
It could be worse.

You could be the wealthiest country in the history of the planet—a 
nation so fabulously wealthy that people are dropping five figures on 
clothing for their avatars—and start running out of water.

Yep, that’s us, America.

Oh, and by the way: This scarcity...is a choice.

Is there anything that we Americans take for granted more than 
water? Apart from the fact that we could invade and conquer Canada 
with absolutely no consequences?

We love to kid with our neighbors to the north, but Americans should 
probably be a bit humbler on this front. We did in fact launch an 
invasion of Canada once, during the War of 1812. It did not go well. 
We managed to lose Michigan.

WATCH VIDEO ONLINE

https://theweek.com/articles/473482/americas-invasion-canada-brief-history
https://kiteandkeymedia.com/videos/water-scarcity-drought-western-united-states-lake-mead-california-san-joaquin-farming-recycled-h20-desalination-israel
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We use a truly staggering amount of the stuff. (Water, that is—not 
Canadians.) The average American uses 82 gallons a day at home.1 

And yet most of us never stop to think about where it comes from...
until something goes wrong.

 
Lead in the water in Flint, Michigan. Over a million people without 
drinking water during a winter storm in Texas. 

But while crises like those are rare and hard to predict, America’s 
biggest problem with water...is totally predictable. 

Big parts of the country don’t have enough of it to go around. 

According to the World Resources Institute, parts of 17 American 
states2  are at “high or extremely high water risk,” meaning that 
the local water system can barely meet the needs of the population.

And that’s going to be a bit of a problem because many of those 
places are getting more people...and less water. 

Seven of the ten fastest-growing states over the past decade—
overwhelmingly in the American West—are in the high-risk category.3  

Where does all that water come from? Kind of everywhere. According to 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, there are over 148,000 public 
water systems in the United States. And they’re usually getting their 
supplies from nearby rivers, lakes, reservoirs, or groundwater.

HOOVER DAM

https://www.epa.gov/dwreginfo/information-about-public-water-systems
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Some scientists suggest that the West is now in the midst of what 
they call a “megadrought.” (That’s the actual term—they kinda 
phoned this one in.) A megadrought would mean the region is going 
through its worst dry spell in over 400 years.6  

And if you’re thinking, “Hey, I don’t live in the West. Not my 
problem.”—don’t get too comfortable. Government researchers project 
that future shortages could affect nearly 50% of the water sources 
in the country.7 

So what would that look like? If you want a coming attraction, take 
a look at California.

One irony of California’s water woes: The state has a long history 
of going to extraordinary lengths to prevent precisely these kinds of 
shortages. Yosemite National Park’s picturesque Hetch Hetchy Valley 
was flooded and dammed in order to create a reliable water supply 
for San Francisco. Los Angeles built an over 200-mile aqueduct to 
take water from the state’s Owens Valley, an initiative so unpopular 
amongst valley locals that they attempted to blow it up...17 times.

Some of the consequences are inconveniences. In drought years, 
Californians have been told that they need to take five-minute 
showers,8  that they can’t wash their cars, or that they can only 
water their lawns two days a week.9   

Other effects, however, are much more consequential. The loss of 
water in Lake Mead, for example, has reduced its production of 
hydroelectric power—it can now cover 100,000 fewer homes than it 
could 20 years ago.10  

It’s estimated that farmers in California’s San Joaquin Valley—part 
of an area that provides one quarter of the nation’s food supply11 
—will have to take somewhere between 10-20% of their land out of 
production because of the lack of water.12 In their desperation, 
they’ve pumped so much water out of the ground, that it’s caused 
one local city to sink...by more than 11 feet.13

And there are already major problems. In the 
summer of 2021, the federal government declared 
the first ever water shortage on the Colorado 
River. The nation’s largest reservoir, at Lake 
Mead—which 25 million people rely on for water—
has dropped 130 feet since just the year 2000.4 
And now cuts are being made to the water supplies 
of the people who rely on it.5 

LAKE MEAD

LOS ANGELES AQUEDUCT

https://www.yosemite.com/hetch-hetchy/
https://www.watereducation.org/aquapedia/los-angeles-aqueduct-and-owens-valley
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This phenomenon is known as “land subsidence.” It’s the same force at work in the 
creation of sinkholes and mine collapses. The trend isn’t new in the San Joaquin 
Valley. As illustrated at right, land in the region was estimated to have dropped 
nearly 30 feet between 1925 and 1977.

It doesn’t have to be. Sure, conserving water can help. And so 
can some basic practices like building more storage to capture 
rainwater—or fixing leaky pipes that let water seep into the ground. 
But we still need a lot of water.

Another surprisingly easy fix: removing 
material like silt, sand, and gravel that 
builds up in reservoirs and thus reduces 
storage capacity.

So...what if we made more? It might sound crazy, but it’s working 
pretty well on the other side of the world. 

Israel has the same kinds of problems as the Western U.S. It’s 
bone-dry and as recently as 20 years ago there were fears it was 
going to run out of water. The country’s environmental minister at 
the time said that it was on “the verge of an abyss.”14 

Water policy varies widely throughout the Middle East. In parts of 
Iran, water shortages have become so severe that they’ve inspired 
protests—and led to the deaths of protesters at the hands of 
authorities. In the United Arab Emirates, the government engages 
in the controversial practice of “cloud seeding,” releasing salt into 
clouds to increase rain levels.

So, is this how we’re all going to have to live...
in the 21st century? 

https://www.usgs.gov/mission-areas/water-resources/science/land-subsidence?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects
https://www.latimes.com/politics/la-pol-sac-skelton-silt-california-dams-20170306-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/politics/la-pol-sac-skelton-silt-california-dams-20170306-story.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/21/world/middleeast/iran-protests-drought-violence.html
https://wired.me/science/environment/cloud-seeding-uae-dubai-rain-floods/
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Today? Israel has so much water...that it actually exports some of 
it.15 What happened? Well, they got creative.

About 87% of the water that Israel uses is recycled, meaning the 
water that goes down their drains or even their toilets is treated 
to remove contaminants and then reused, often to water crops.  
The amount of water we recycle in the U.S.? About 6%.16

Some people even drink recycled water. If you think that’s gross, there 
are two things worth knowing: (1) that’s how American astronauts stay 
hydrated in space and (2) the technology is so advanced that recycled 
water is of higher quality than most bottled water.

By contrast, when plans got underway for a single desalination 
plant near San Diego...it took 14 years to complete.  

What’s more, Israeli entrepreneurs have even created technology 
that extracts drinkable water...from the air.  Which, honestly, is 
just showing off.  

It may seem like nature is forcing us to live with scarcity, 
but really, it’s our choice. We can overcome that challenge with 
technology, creativity, and innovation. In fact, we’re almost 
certainly going to have to. 

After all, where else are we going to get the water from? 
Unless we just take it from Canada. You know what? That could work.

[END OF SCRIPT] 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:
@kiteandkeymedia 

Another big part of the equation in Israel 
is desalination. Since 2005, the country has 
built five facilities along the Mediterranean 
Sea that transform salt water into something 
you can drink. Within a few years they’ll add 
two more, by which time it’s estimated that 
desalination will supply up to 90% of the water 
needed for Israeli homes and businesses.  And 
they’re even sharing that technology with 
other dry countries like Bahrain. Palmachim Desalination Plant

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-of-science/wp/2015/08/27/why-american-astronauts-drink-russian-urine/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/speaking-of-science/wp/2015/08/27/why-american-astronauts-drink-russian-urine/
https://www.sdcwa.org/your-water/local-water-supplies/water-purification/
https://www.facebook.com/kiteandkeymedia
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeKUi6ko8MzYwBE2J74ulyQ
https://www.instagram.com/kiteandkeymedia/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/67984886/admin/
https://twitter.com/kiteandkeymedia
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