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[SCRIPT]

Which technologies changed the world the most in the last 100 years? 

The terrifying bomb … that ended a world war?

The triumph of science and engineering that took us to the moon?

The internet revolution that reshaped the way we live?

All, it should be noted, American triumphs, but …              
they didn’t have to be.

What if the Nazis got the bomb first?

What if it was a Soviet flag that was planted on the moon?

What if the most powerful tech companies …                
were all based in China?

All scenarios that could have happened … if it wasn’t          
for just one thing.

[OPENING SEQUENCE]

If there’s one thing we know about America in the 2020s, it’s that 
we’re hopelessly polarized, especially when it comes to hot-button 
cultural issues: abortion, guns, whether a hot dog is a sandwich.

Once this seemingly pedantic question turned into a meme — a trend that grew out of 
New York’s decision to treat hot dogs as sandwiches for the purpose of sales tax — there 
was no shortage of supposedly authoritative pronouncements. Dictionary company Merriam-
Webster declared that there “is no sensible way around” the conclusion that hot dogs 
count as sandwiches. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg (kinda) came to the 
same conclusion. One person who wasn’t having it? Joey Chestnut, perhaps the world’s top 
competitive eater, and a 15-time winner of the Nathan’s Hot Dog Eating Contest. In a 
2017 tweet, Chestnut proclaimed, “I want it to be known the hot dog stands free and 
independent from the tyranny of the sandwich.”

https://www.kiteandkeymedia.com/videos/how-high-skilled-immigration-drives-american-innovation
https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/is-a-hot-dog-a-sandwich
https://www.tax.ny.gov/pubs_and_bulls/tg_bulletins/st/sandwiches.htm
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/to-chew-on-10-kinds-of-sandwiches
https://www.foodandwine.com/news/ruth-bader-ginsburg-hot-dog-sandwich
https://www.rd.com/article/is-a-hot-dog-a-sandwich/


2

Or at least that’s a thing we think we know about America. 

Yes, when people are asked broad questions about big, 
controversial topics they tend to take black and white positions. 
But when the questions get a little more specific, the country can 
look a lot less divided.

Case in point: immigration. Based on the media coverage, you’d 
think the entire country is divided between those who want open 
borders and those who want to shut off immigration entirely. But 
on at least one front, public opinion is pretty lopsided. 

In reality, Americans aren’t especially ideological even 
on the broadest immigration questions. In 2022, 78% 
of Americans told Gallup that they thought illegal 
immigration was either a “critical” or “important” 
threat to the nation — but 70% also said that, on 
the whole, they think immigration is good for the 
country.

When Americans are asked about high-skilled immigration 
— admitting the most talented foreigners in the most important 
industries — it isn’t even close. Seventy-eight percent of 
Americans think we should encourage highly-skilled people to 
come to the U.S.i And in fact, so do 63 percent of Americans who 
otherwise want to limit immigration.ii

Now, we know what you’re thinking, and yes … at least some of 
this is probably related to Keanu Reeves being Canadian.

But a lot of it probably also has to do with lessons from 
history.

Beginning in the late 2010s, Keanu Reeves underwent a 
surprising mid-career resurgence that transformed him 
into a widely beloved icon. While part of the “Keanaissance” 
owed to his visibility in films like the John Wick series and 
Toy Story 4, a lot of it also owed to viral stories about 
his kindness and humility — everything from Reeves giving 
up his seat to a woman on the New York City subway to 
his practice of secretly donating large amounts of money 
to children’s hospitals.  

https://news.gallup.com/poll/1660/immigration.aspx
https://www.vox.com/2019/8/16/20694479/keanu-reeves-in-2019-revival-memes-history-explained
https://www.insider.com/keanu-reeves-greatest-person-ever-2019-8
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When the Nazis came to power, many of Europe’s top scientists 
and intellectuals fled to the United States.iii That group included 
people like Albert Einstein and Edward Teller, without whom the 
Manhattan Project wouldn’t have been possible. One aide to Winston 
Churchill later said that the Allies won the war “because our 
German scientists were better than their German scientists.”iv

The race to the moon? We won in part because of the Saturn V 
rockets that got our astronauts there — the brainchild of the 
German scientist Wernher von Braun.v 

Modern tech innovations? It’s a similar story.

Amazon, Apple, Facebook, and Google were all founded by first- or 
second-generation immigrants.vi And for that matter, so are half 
of all the tech and engineering startups in Silicon Valley.vii 

And continuing this flow of talent … may be the key to maintaining 
America’s competitiveness in vital industries — and protecting 
our national security.

As we move deeper into the digital era, there is a worldwide race 
for talent in the most critical industries. Fifty-three percent 
of the world’s top-tier researchers in artificial intelligence, 
for example, are immigrants.viii And so are 50 percent of the most 
technically sophisticated workers in the American defense industry.ix 

And by the way, we’re gonna need more help. The defense industry 
relies on workers with what are called STEM degrees — science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics. And 82 percent of 
defense companies say it’s hard to find enough qualified STEM 
workers.x

So, how is America doing on attracting skilled workers from 
abroad? Well, there’s good news and there’s bad news.

The good news is that we’re still the world’s leading destination 
for talent. 

The U.S. is home to over 11 million high-skilled immigrants, 
about 1/3 of the world’s total.xi We’ve got 57 percent of the 
world’s immigrant inventors.xii And we’re by far the preferred 
destination for the most skilled researchers in artificial 
intelligence, with nearly 60% saying they’d like to make their 
home in the United States.xiii

Where do America’s high-skilled immigrants come from? 
According to the American Immigration Council, the 
single largest country of origin for immigrants working 
in STEM fields is India, followed by China. Mexico, 
Vietnam, and the Philippines round out the top five.

Philippines (3.5%)
Vietnam (4.0%)
Mexico (4.8%)

China (10.9%)
India (28.9%)

TOP FIVE Birthplaces of  
U.S. Immigrant StEM Workers

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/foreign-born-stem-workers-united-states
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The bad news: Our technological lead is looking more precarious 
by the day. 

One of the best measures of the quality of a country’s scientific 
output is how much of its research winds up in the top one 
percent of articles cited by other scholars. And on that 
front: China passed the United States in 2019.xiv Moreover, it’s 
estimated that by 2025 China will be graduating nearly double as 
many PhDs in STEM fields as the U.S.xv

Now, one big difference, right?                                                                                                                        
There’s not a lot of foreign talent that wants to move to China.

Because … well, you know.

But that’s not the only threat. We have at least one other 
foreign competitor that won’t rest until we’re knocked out of the 
top spot, a nation famous for its ruthlessness and aggression.

We’re talking, of course, about Canada.

A 2021 report found that Canada has actually surpassed the United 
States as the most attractive country for people looking to move 
abroad for work.xvi

And yes, some of this is surely about poutine. I mean, gravy and 

Developed in Québec in the 1950s, poutine — once regarded as low-class junk food 
— has seen its cultural footprint grow to the point where it’s now regarded 
as Canada’s unofficial national dish. It was even served at a state dinner 
President Obama hosted for Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau in 2016. In 
2007, Canadians ranked poutine #9 amongst the country’s greatest inventions — 

though it still lagged behind innovations like five-pin bowling and the Wonderbra.

Another major issue for Beijing: Even a lot of native Chinese 
talent is uninterested in sticking around. China produces 29 
percent of the world’s top-tier researchers, more than any 
other nation in the world. The catch? More than half of them 
— 56 percent — have moved to the United States.

https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/57508/brief-history-poutine
https://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/23/dining/23pout.html?_r=1&
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/reliable-source/wp/2016/03/09/at-the-canada-state-dinner-the-white-house-will-pass-out-poutine/
https://www.cbc.ca/documentaries/the-nature-of-things/the-top-10-canadian-inventions-of-all-time-1.5910255
https://bpr.berkeley.edu/2021/02/01/the-u-s-china-brain-drain/
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cheese curds on French fries? How can the rest of the world be 
expected to compete with that kind of innovation?

But a lot of it has to do with the fact that Canada makes things 
easy for would-be immigrants. A high-skilled immigrant can often 
get a temporary visa in Canada within two weeks, with no limit 
to how many people can be chosen.xvii By contrast, because of caps 
on the number of people who can receive similar status in the 
U.S., it was estimated that we had to reject over 70 percent of 
applicants in 2021.xviii

The consequences if we continue this pattern: The harder America 
makes it for the world’s most talented people to come here, the 
more likely they are to go somewhere else. And the more likely we 
are to slip behind…

…which could weaken our economy; reduce 
our ability to innovate; and even 
threaten our national security.

Seriously, we don’t know where Keanu’s 
loyalties lie.

[END SCRIPT]

https://www.facebook.com/kiteandkeymedia
https://twitter.com/kiteandkeymedia
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