
SHOULD WE PANIC 
ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE?

WATCH VIDEO ONLINE

[SCRIPT]

Sea levels rising, flooding our 
major cities.

Crops withering in the fields, 
imperiling our food supply.

Catastrophic storms, blistering 
heat, water shortages.

Add it all up and you can only come 
to one conclusion … which is that it’s 
all probably gonna be ok.

Wait … what did you think we were going 
to say?

[OPENING SEQUENCE]

Folks, good news doesn’t come much better 
than this: The world is not ending. 

At least not anytime soon. 

And based on the numbers, that’s going to come as a relief to a 
lot of people. 

A 2019 poll showed that nearly 40 percent of Americans think it’s 
likely that climate change could lead to the extinction of the 
human race.i And that fear is having real-world consequences. 

In a recent survey of young people across the world, 45 percent 
of them said that they’re so worried about the climate that it 
affects their ability to function in their daily lives.ii

https://www.kiteandkeymedia.com/videos/should-we-panic-about-climate-change-and-are-we-in-crisis
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Now you can understand why. After all, as good justifications for 
anxiety go, the extinction of your species is up there. 

What’s the biggest threat to humanity’s survival? Toby Ord, a scholar 
at Oxford University’s Future of Humanity Institute who studies 
existential risk, calculates that it’s out-of-control artificial intelligence, 
with a human-engineered pandemic coming in second. While Ord is 
doubtful that climate change could wipe out the species (and even 
thinks a significant part of humanity could probably survive a nuclear 
winter), he nevertheless points out that the most severe threats to 
the survival of the species are all human-caused, with natural disasters 
like a supervolcano eruption or an asteroid strike less likely.

This polarization of opinion can be seen through 
historical polling data. Over 25 years of surveys (1997-
2022), Gallup has found that the number of Americans 
who believe that the seriousness of climate change 
is exaggerated has increased from 31% to 38%, while 
the number who think the seriousness is understated 
has increased from 27% to 40%. Those trends have 
squeezed the middle, where the number of Americans 
who think the threat is accurately portrayed has 
declined from 34% to 21%.

Imagine how many depressed dinosaurs there would’ve been if they 
knew what was coming. 

But here’s the thing: There’s actually a lot of evidence that 
being concerned about the climate doesn’t require panicking about 
the climate. 

Because while the media is naturally drawn to alarmist stories 
about extreme climate scenarios … they’re also the least likely 
scenarios.iii 

In fact, while you’d never know it from the coverage, there is a wide 
array of scientists who are simultaneously concerned about climate 
change but also want the doomsayers to stop scaring everybody.

Michael Mann, for example, is a leading climate activist. But 
he’s also a guy who’s said “There is no evidence of climate 
change scenarios that would render human beings extinct.”iv 

Another group of researchers have noted that the media tends to 
pick up “implausible projections of apocalyptic impacts,” which 
simultaneously terrify people who are already worried about 
climate change and — when these doomsday predictions don’t come 
true — make it easier for people who aren’t worried about climate 
change to dismiss the issue altogether.v

https://riskfrontiers.com/insights/ranking-of-potential-causes-of-human-extinction/
https://www.kiteandkeymedia.com/videos/supervolcano-eruption-geothermal-energy-extinction-yellowstone-vesuvius-krakatoa/
https://www.kiteandkeymedia.com/videos/chances-risk-and-impact-of-apocalyptic-meteorite-or-asteroid-strike-hitting-earth/
https://news.gallup.com/poll/1615/environment.aspx
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So, we could all probably use a bit of perspective.

The good news: We’re not all gonna die. 

Which is nice, because there is some bad news: We’re not likely 
to solve climate change anytime soon. 

Here’s the issue. Getting the whole world to cut back on its 
carbon emissions — especially when much of the world is made up 
of poor nations that need to use fossil fuels if they have any 
hope of getting wealthier — is a tall order.

In 2019, for example, the United Nations admitted that despite 
being at the end of a decade that had seen more climate efforts 
than ever before in history … nothing really changed.vi 

Wealthy nations’ efforts to reduce carbon emissions were 
essentially canceled out by the increased emissions of poorer 
ones.vii Not because those countries don’t care about the planet 
but because they don’t want to live in poverty. Real poverty. As 
in “the world still has 940 million people who don’t even have 
electricity” poverty.viii 

And it gets even more complicated. Because even if all the 
political and scientific problems were solved — even if we found 
low-cost, carbon-free energy sources that could power the entire 
world — it wouldn’t be like flipping a switch. As NASA notes, 
temperatures would eventually plateau but would still remain 
elevated for “many centuries.”ix Which means that no matter what 
happens we’re going to have to find ways to cope with a warming 
climate.

Now, if you don’t know exactly how to feel at this point … that’s 
the appropriate reaction. That’s how complex this all is. But 
allow us to tip the scales a bit towards optimism.

Most of the talk about climate change revolves around prevention: 
How do we put less carbon into the atmosphere? And while that 
question is obviously vital, it tends to obscure an equally 
important one: What can we do about the warming we can’t prevent? 
And the answer to that question is … actually, kind of a lot.

Who’s on each side of the ledger? In the decade from 2010 to 
2020 the five countries whose carbon emissions increased the 
most were China, India, Vietnam, Iran, and Indonesia. The five 
countries with the biggest decreases were the United States, 
Germany, the United Kingdom, Japan, and Italy.

Smog in Shanghai

https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/annual-co2-emissions-per-country?tab=table&time=2010..2020
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The U.S. isn’t immune to this trend either. 
Around 50% of the city of New Orleans 
famously lies below sea level. Less well-
known: Humans accidentally made it that 
way. The parts of The Big Easy that lie 
below sea level are actually the result of 
land subsidence, with soil sinking because of 
extensive swamp drainage undertaken to 
create more habitable land in the city. 

Here’s what often gets overlooked: Climate change isn’t the same 
kind of problem as an asteroid hitting the Earth or the eruption of 
a supervolcano. It’s not a sudden shock to the system. It happens 
over the long term.x Which means we have time to plan. We can 
actually adapt our behavior to make the consequences less severe.

What does that mean in practice? That a lot of our concerns about 
climate change may not play out the way we fear. 

What happens if our cities end up underwater? Well, a lot of 
them already are … including one-third of the Netherlands,xi and 
parts of London that are home to nearly a million people.xii In 
fact, around the world, 110 million people live below the high-
tide line.xiii 

And that turns out to be manageable if you take the right 
precautions: things like the use of seawalls, levees, or even 
simply restoring sand on eroding beaches. And research has found 
that solutions like those can protect 90 percent of the world’s 
population that is threatened by rising sea levels.xiv

What happens when drought reduces the water supply? Well, take a 
look at Israel, where desalination — the process of converting 
salt water into drinkable water — is on track to provide 90 
percent of the country’s water for homes and businesses.xv

The use of desalination is most common in the water-starved 
countries of the Middle East and North Africa, where, in 
addition to Israel, it is frequently used in nations such as Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Kuwait. The technology 
is increasingly being considered in the American West given the 
region’s struggles with record droughts — which makes it all the 
more remarkable that the American state that actually makes 
the most extensive use of desalination is Florida. Desalination Plant

Tampa, Florida

https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2018/02/how-humans-sank-new-orleans/552323/
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/subsidence.html
https://idadesal.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/The-state-of-desalination-2019.pdf
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2022/02/22/a-parched-west-remains-divided-on-desalinating-seawater
https://floridadep.gov/water-policy/water-policy/content/alternative-water-supply#:~:text=Florida%20leads%20the%20nation%20in,technology%20to%20treat%20brackish%20water.
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Agriculture in those dry conditions? You could look to 
innovations like the one that came out of the University of 
Illinois — where researchers were able to genetically modify 
crops to require 25 percent less water.xvi

Crushing heat waves? It’s a real problem, especially in big cities, 
which tend to be hotter than their surrounding areas because of all 
their non-reflective surfaces like pavement and roofing.xvii 

But a study from London suggested that mitigation efforts — 
lighter surfaces, more trees, and more water elements in the city 
— could bring down the city’s temperatures in the midst of a heat 
wave by as much as 14 degrees.xviii

None of which is to suggest that we don’t need to worry about 
climate change. But it does suggest that we need to put it in 
perspective. And to not succumb to despair. Because when times get 
tough, it’s good to belong to a species that knows how to innovate.

Just ask the dinosaurs. 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:
@kiteandkeymedia 
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