
I PAY DEAD 
PEOPLE

WATCH VIDEO ONLINE

[VIDEO TRANSCRIPT]

One’s a young hip-hop artist from Southern California. 

One’s a middle-aged healthcare mogul from South Florida. Their 
lifestyles couldn’t be more different. You’d think that they have 
absolutely nothing in common. 

And you’d be right...except for one thing. Probably unbeknownst to 
you, both of them were robbing you blind.

This is Nuke Bizzle. He’s a rapper based out of Los Angeles.       
And he’s looking at up to 22 years in prison.1  

His charge? Running a scam that allowed him to steal  
$1.2 million worth of unemployment benefits.

Why did stealing from California’s unemployment system 
involve the misuse of federal tax dollars? Because Bizzle 
was tapping COVID relief funds that Washington provided 
for independent contractors. Reports indicate that      
the rapper withdrew more than $700,000 in 
cashthrough the scheme.    

NUKE BIZZLE

But his real crime was probably                                                         
being, let’s say, ‘confident’ enough                   
to write a song about his theft—and then              
filming a music video that featured actual evidence      
of the scam.

https://www.kiteandkeymedia.com/videos/federal-spending-overpayments-management-and-budget-government-accountability-fraud/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/18/us/nuke-bizzle-fraud-youtube.html
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  I just been swipin’ for EDD

  Go to the bank, get a stack at least

  This $%@# here better than sellin’ Ps

   I made some racks that I couldn’t believe

 “EDD” // NUKE BIZZLE & FAT WIZZA

Now we can and should blame Nuke Bizzle for this, but we should also 
ask the question: “How was this possible?” Could the government 
really pay out that much money incorrectly before someone found 
out?

The answer to that question, by the way, is no. The amount of money 
the government pays out incorrectly is way, way more. 

The federal government spends a lot of money every year: a trillion 
dollars for Social Security; over $675 billion for national defense. 
In 2019, it all added up to $4.4 trillion.2 And when you’re moving 
that kind of cash—and doing it through a cumbersome bureaucracy—
it’s maybe inevitable that some of it is going to end up in the 
wrong place.

The question, of course, is how much?

The answer...well, you might want to sit down.

In just 2020 alone, the federal government lost $67 billion to 
payments it should never have made.3

So how does this happen? Sometimes the problem is 
criminals gaming the system. That South Florida 
health mogul we mentioned earlier? He used the 
assisted living facilities he owned to make 
$1.3 billion in fraudulent Medicare and 
Medicaid claims before he got caught.4

It’s important to note the distinction between the amount of money that the 
government pays incorrectly and the amount of money the government ‘loses.’ 
‘Incorrect payments’ can refer to both under- and overpayments, often to 
deserving recipients. Some of the excess funds paid out incorrectly are returned  
to the Treasury by good citizens. Money that’s ‘lost,’ however,  
refers to funds that are never recovered.

Yes, these are actual lyrics...

PHILIP ESFORMES
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Other times, it’s because the government can’t keep its information 
straight. In 2018, Washington paid nearly a billion dollars...to 
dead people.5

[Just to be clear: We are describing a scenario in which you earn 
money at your job. The government removes some of that money from 
your check. And then the government sends that money to a person...
who is not breathing. And hasn’t been for a while.]

And it’s worth noting that the victims here aren’t just taxpayers. 
It’s also the very people these programs are meant to assist; 
because the same kinds of errors can result in the people the 
government is supposed to be helping actually getting underpaid.

One government report estimated that simple mistakes like misentering 
data are responsible for about $40 billion in incorrect payments—
either too much or too little—a year.6

In a time when it doesn’t seem like the two major parties can agree on 
anything, fixing this system may just be one area where there’s hope 
for bipartisanship. Remember, the total amount the government lost 
in 2020 was $67 billion. Whether you’re a conservative Republican 
or a progressive Democrat, you can almost certainly think 
of better ways to use that money. 

$67 billion could put 335,000 
new doctors at the VA. 
It could forgive student loans 
for over 2 million people. 

There’s already evidence that this issue cuts across partisan lines. In 2006, 
Congress passed the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act. 

The law created USASpending.gov, a website that reports detailed information 
on all government transactions over $25,000. The law was sponsored by 
Republican Senator Tom Coburn of Oklahoma, a prominent critic of 
wasteful government spending—and a freshman Illinois Senator 
named Barack Obama.

        What happens when the government sends money to someone who’s deceased? 

Under normal circumstances, whomever receives the payment is legally required to return it 
(though many people don’t). During the COVID pandemic, however, the government 
made exceptions, allowing certain payments to be kept if the intended
recipient had died decently.

usaspending.gov

https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/senate-bill/2590
https://www.aarp.org/money/taxes/info-2020/stimulus-check-in-deceased-name.html
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Or it could build 11 border walls. Not sure what’d we use the extras 
for, but we’re keeping an eye on Canada.

Debates about how much money the government should be spending 
have been going on since the earliest days of this country. They’re 
probably not going to stop anytime soon. So let’s just enjoy for 
a moment that we can all agree on at least one thing: The correct 
level of government spending stops somewhere short of paying for 
Nuke Bizzle’s music video.  

To find out more about how your tax dollars are spent, visit sites 
like USAspending.gov or openthebooks.com. And let us know if you 
find other topics there you’d like us to explain. They don’t have to 
involve rap videos, but...if we’re being honest, it helps.

To be clear, we’re kidding. But in 2020, the U.S. Border Patrol announced  
it was building a fence on a portion of the border separating the state  
of Washington from the Canadian province of British Columbia,  
primarily to curb drug trafficking.

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/18/us/nuke-bizzle-fraud-youtube.html
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/56324
https://www.paymentaccuracy.gov/payment-accuracy-the-numbers/
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdfl/pr/south-florida-health-care-facility-owner-convicted-role-largest-health-care-fraud
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdfl/pr/south-florida-health-care-facility-owner-convicted-role-largest-health-care-fraud
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdfl/pr/south-florida-health-care-facility-owner-convicted-role-largest-health-care-fraud
https://www.openthebooks.com/assets/1/6/Improper_Payments_Report_v8.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/705016.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/710/705016.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/kiteandkeymedia
https://twitter.com/kiteandkeymedia
https://www.linkedin.com/company/67984886/admin/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeKUi6ko8MzYwBE2J74ulyQ
https://www.instagram.com/kiteandkeymedia/
https://www.usaspending.gov/
https://www.openthebooks.com/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/fence-erected-u-s-canada-border-1.5692903



