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[SCRIPT]

American government: It’s a dirty game and we all know it.

The fat-cat donors.

The career politicians.

The institutions designed to silence our voices.

But the rot goes even deeper than that. 

The most powerful force shaping American politics is…

…Oh. 

Huh.

It says here it’s us. It’s the voters.

WATCH VIDEO ONLINE

Well, did not see that coming.

[OPENING SEQUENCE]

https://www.kiteandkeymedia.com/videos/does-your-vote-actually-matter-outcome-midterm-elections
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We’ve all heard the complaint: American politics is hopelessly 
dysfunctional. The country is just too polarized to agree on 
anything anymore. 

And we’re here to tell you that’s wrong. There’s at least one 
thing Democrats and Republicans can agree on: They both think the 
country is going to hell. 

For the past decade, the number of Americans who say they trust 
the government … has never gone above 27 percent.i And while 
those numbers change depending on who’s president, even the most 
loyal partisans aren’t that happy. 

The Pew Research Center has been asking 
Americans this question since 1958. The 
point at which the number was the highest: 
the autumn of 1964, shortly before Lyndon 
Johnson’s landslide election, when 77% of 
Americans said they trusted the government 
to do the right thing “about always” or 
“most of the time.” Tellingly, the number 
first dipped below 50% in 1974, in the wake of 
the Watergate scandal and President Nixon’s 
resignation. Public trust has never returned 
above 50% since, with the exception of two 
brief spikes in the aftermath of the  
9/11 attacks.

The highest level of trust amongst Republicans during the Trump 
Administration: 36 percent. And the highest level of trust 
amongst Democrats during the Biden Administration: 36 percent.ii

But here’s the thing: while it might be reasonable to be 
disappointed by the state of American politics…

Ok, strike that.

While it’s definitely reasonable — and probably a mark of sanity 
— to be disappointed by the state of American politics, Americans 
have probably become too pessimistic.
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Even in presidential election years, when voter turnout is 
highest, somewhere between 1/3 and 1/2 of eligible voters don’t 
cast a ballot.iii In 2020, for instance, there was record turnout 
— but about 80 million people still didn’t show up at the polls.iv 
That’s the equivalent of every single person in California, New 
York, and Florida staying home.

And two-thirds of those nonvoters told pollsters that they don’t 
think their vote has an effect anyway — because “voting … has little 
to do with the way that real decisions are made in our country.”v

Which, c’mon, guys: Kelly Clarkson won one vote and has basically 
been queen of America for 20 years.

So, why do so many of us feel our vote is meaningless? Well, for 
one thing, a lot of Americans believe that government is shaped 
by forces outside of their control. And, for another, a lot of us 
think that, in a country full of red states and blue states, the 
winners are already a foregone conclusion.

But here’s the thing: The evidence for both of those propositions 
… is pretty weak.

Let’s look at three common concerns along these lines.

Worry #1: Your vote doesn’t matter because it all comes down to 
who has the most money.

Seems like an iron rule of politics, right? Well, that would come 
as news to Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez — who won her first primary 
despite facing an opponent whose campaign had 10 times as much 
money.vi Or Donald Trump — who managed to get the Republican 
presidential nomination despite being outspent by Jeb Bush, Marco 
Rubio, and Ted Cruz.vii

What did voting actually look like in the states 
for the 2020 election? Minnesota had the 
highest rate of voter participation in the 
country, with an 80% turnout rate (Colorado 
and Maine were the runners-up). The state with 
the lowest turnout? Oklahoma, where only 55% 
of voters showed up at the polls.
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https://www.statista.com/statistics/1184621/presidential-election-voter-turnout-rate-state/
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In fact, most of our notions about money in politics are probably 
… totally backwards. Because while it’s true that the candidate 
who spends the most usually wins, many political scientists say 
that’s not because money boosts people who otherwise would have 
lost. It’s because candidates who are already winning tend to 
attract more donations.viii 

Worry #2: The very structure of government is stacked against us.

You can understand why voters might feel helpless. After all, we 
live in a country where lawmakers draw their own districts through 
gerrymandering. And where small states dominate big ones in the 
Senate. What hope do any of us have to get our voices heard?

Well, even there … the reality doesn’t match the stereotype. 
It’s of course true that politicians try to draw districts that 
will make it easier for them to get reelected. But an analysis 
of 20 years’ worth of congressional elections found that only 17 
percent of seats that ceased to be competitive changed because 
they were redrawn to favor one party.ix 

So, what happened in the other 83 percent?

People moved. 

In recent years, there have been increasing calls 
to abolish the Senate from critics who object 
to the disproportionate power it gives to small 
states. There are many practical difficulties 
with that plan, but one looms larger than others: 
It’s essentially forbidden by the Constitution. 
Article V of the document, which lays out the 
procedures for constitutional amendments, 
prohibits any amendment that would deny a 
state its representation in the Senate unless 
the state consents.

https://theweek.com/politics/1006541/abolish-the-senate
https://www.archives.gov/federal-register/constitution/article-v.html
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Which states have had the most enduring partisan loyalties? 
On the gubernatorial side, it’s South Dakota, which hasn’t 
elected a Democrat to the governor’s office since 1974. 
That’s child’s play compared to the Senate, however, to which 
ruby red Kansas hasn’t sent a Democrat since 1932.

Yeah, it turns out that the biggest factor behind our 
uncompetitive elections isn’t crooked politicians. It’s that 
Republicans move to be in Republican neighborhoods and Democrats 
move to be in Democrat neighborhoods. And districts get more 
partisan as a result.

The idea that small states tip the scales is also misleading. 
While every state gets two Senate seats, the smallest ones don’t 
look as different from the rest of the country as is commonly 
imagined. In fact, in 2022 the 10 smallest states … have 10 
Republican senators and 10 Democrats.x

Worry #3 — Because of polarization, there’s no hope for Democrats 
in red states or Republicans in blue states.

Sounds plausible, right? But here’s the thing: States can be a 
lot more unpredictable than congressional districts. 

In fact, over the past 20 years only five states in the entire 
country have elected all of their senators and governors 
exclusively from one party. Which is pretty powerful: At some 
point, 90 percent of the states in the country looked at each 
party and said “yeah … no thanks.”

What do these neighborhoods look like? The trends are clear. 
The suburbs tend to be America’s great political battleground, 
with near-even support for the two major parties. Rural areas, 
meanwhile, trend heavily Republican, while large cities tend to 
be strongholds for Democrats. In autumn 2022, only 11 of the 
country’s 50 largest cities had GOP mayors: Bakersfield, Colorado 
Springs, Fort Worth, Fresno, Jacksonville, Mesa, Miami, Oklahoma 
City, Omaha, Tulsa, and Virginia Beach.

Lawrenc
e, Kans

as

https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Governor_of_South_Dakota
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2014/nov/02/jonathan-karl/last-time-kansans-elected-someone-other-republican/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/bidens-victory-came-from-the-suburbs/
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/List_of_mayors_of_the_50_largest_cities_in_the_United_States
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[END SCRIPT]

Which all gets to the bigger point: You never know when your 
vote is going to be the one that turns the tide. At the end of 
the day, it’s still the voters who are in control. Elections are 
decided by the people who show up. All of which means we have 
real power when we step into the voting booth.

And look, if we’re being honest … maybe too much. 
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